well know, personal assistance to the Association, and Mrs. Francis Piggott, its originator and founder, would be the first to acknowledge the debt which it owes to Mr. Lyttelton's distinguished predecessor. We but the medical officer justified the course he had pursued on the ground that the nurses had been on duty when they were not in a fit condition, and he averred that when he ordered them off duty he told the sister to " let the matron know." After hearing statements from all parties, the Board, by a majority of 14 to 4, adopted a conclusion which had previously been arrived at by the House Committee to the effect, " That it rests with the medical officer to decide whether a nurse is in a proper state of health to be on duty, and that when the medical officer decides that a nurse is not in a fit state for duty the matron should be immediately informed." We' think that the medical officer was able to show that nurses were on duty who were obviously unwell, and were , therefore unfit to be on duty. One was suffering from two discharging whitlows on her fingers, and another from acute colic. But the matron should have been asked at the time to explain why they were on duty. She That should State registration be set up by Act of Parliament the Society can turn over its organisation to the State authority. That the nurses are entitled to fair play wherever they may have been trained, and that the Society for the Higher Education of Nurses will secure this result for all nursete by its examinations and by its protection of the competent. That it is not .opportune at the moment to go to Parliament for State registration, but the machinery of the incorporated Society worked by nurses, with the assistance of members of the medical profession, will pave the way for a thorough organisation of nursing matters in Great Britain, upon a basis which must secure justice and efficiency all round. That there is at present no uniformity of training, and such uniformity is likely to be hastened by the "incorporation of this Society. That the Society will be absolutely voluntary; if it is not wanted it will fail; if it is wanted it will succeed.
That when the Council of the Society is constituted and the names are published, nurses will be able to judge for themselves whether they will join and support it or not. That the fact that the proposed incorporation of this Society has created such a stir in nursing circles, proves that its objects must, at any rate, include many proposals which the majority of nurses desire to see carried out. That in order to enable such a society to be incorporated, it is essential as a preliminary, that the seven gentlemen of the City of London should apply for incorporation, but once incorporated its affairs will be conducted and controlled by the nurses and the medical practitioners who constitute its council. That if the scheme succeeds, as the opposition it has called forth seems to indicate that it may succeed, the signatories will be more than rewarded for the public spirit they have displayed in coming forward at this juncture to help the nurses to secure many necessary changes in the present state of nursing. As soon as we lay ourselves entirely at His feet, we have enough light given us to guide our own steps; as the footsoldier, who hears nothing of the councils that determine the course of the great battle he is in, hears plainly enough the word of command which he must himself obey.
George Eliot.
